
MYBSA Pilot Program for 2014 Mustang League 

 
Recently the MYBSA Board approved a pilot program in the 8-10 year old Mustang League. The 
new program will create two divisions within the Mustang League, the National and American 
Leagues. Divisional placement of players will be based on three characteristics: age, experience 
and a player’s stage of development. Research conducted about youth sports has indicated that 
ability-based grouping will, in most instances, improve a child's overall playing experience. Giving 
kids the opportunity to compete against players of similar skill typically provides a more rewarding 
experience for the child. Little League International, the largest youth sports organization in the 
world, offers multiple divisions within similar age groups. Their use of this structure further 
reinforces our belief that the changes will provide a positive experience for almost every child. 
Here are a few research links that address the issue. 
 
http://files.leagueathletics.com/Text/Documents/11617/31273.pdf 
http://www.mentalgamecoaching.com/IMGCAArticles/YouthSports/SkillBasedYouthLeagues.html 

 

Below are some of the positive results expected with the new structure. 
 

1. Improve playing experience for all children 
2. Opportunity to compete against similarly skilled players 
3. Less advanced players will have the opportunity to play more significant roles (infield, pitching) on 

teams in American League that might otherwise be overshadowed by more advanced players 
4. Keep our children playing baseball longer when they might otherwise quit due to lack of success 
5. Increase player skill development in both leagues 
6. Improve the overall quality of coaching through mandatory training 
7. American League rules will require more demanding player rotation within all positions 
8. All players will be better engaged and challenged 

9. Players skill assessments and league assignments will be performed by an independent MYBSA 

appointed committee  

10. Player evaluations will be conducted each year to properly reflect child’s skill development 

 

Changes for 2014 Mustang League 

 Modify eligible ages to 8-10.  8 year olds must have two years prior playing experience to be 

eligible for Mustang league consideration. 

 Divide league into 2 divisions: American and National League 

 The MYBSA Board will closely monitor all Mustang teams during the season to insure that 

initiative guidelines are being followed by every team 

 All 9 & 10 year olds will be eligible for either division based on skill level 

 Anticipate 4-5 teams in each league 

 Any player may request an inter-divisional transfer.  Requests must be received prior to draft 

 Each team will have 11-12 players.  Final number will be determined by MYBSA and registration 

totals  

 Players will be assigned to a division based on their skill level, age and prior experience  

 National League will play  more competitively (stealing, lead offs and pickoffs) 

 American League will continue to use in-house rules, promoting player development over 

competitiveness 

 Each Division will have its own post season tournament  

http://files.leagueathletics.com/Text/Documents/11617/31273.pdf
http://www.mentalgamecoaching.com/IMGCAArticles/YouthSports/SkillBasedYouthLeagues.html


 Enhanced focus on coaches training 

 Mandatory attendance for training sessions required for coaches  

 Mentor coaches  will be assigned to less experienced coaches 

 Player evaluations will be conducted by MYBSA appointed independent committee.  No coaches 

within the Mustang League will serve on committee (both divisions).  Coaches are encouraged to 

attend evaluations for drafting purposes 

 Players not attending  evaluations will be ineligible to play in the National League 

 Players not attending evaluations will be ineligible for All Stars  

 To maintain the integrity of player evaluations and drafts, any player signing up after evaluations 

will be placed on waiting list (see below).  Late signups will be processed at Park office (no online 

registration) 

 Managers in both divisions must delay communicating with newly drafted players until the day 

AFTER the conclusion of both League drafts to allow notifications for BOTH the divisions to take 

place simultaneously.   

 The Waiting List will be utilized to fill both vacant or vacated roster spots 

 

 

Waiting List 

 The waiting list will be kept at the Park Office and be listed in the order of actual player signup.  The 

list will begin with those players signing up on/after player evaluations. 

 There is no guarantee that wait listed players will be placed on a team. 

 The actual order of the waiting list will be based chronologically on receipt of a completed 

registration form and payment.   

 Prior to the first day of practice a blind draw will take place to even all team rosters.  Only the 

required number to even teams will be drawn.    

 To insure teams maintain the same roster size throughout the season, the waiting list will be 

utilized to fill vacated roster spots. If any team loses a player during the season for any reason the 

League will attempt to replace that player from the waiting list.  Team managers must contact the 

League President immediately once they’re aware of a player loss.  The League President will fill 

the open slot based on the order of the Waiting List.   

Assignment of Waiting List Players – In general, wait-listed player assignments will follow these 

guidelines:  1) Placement will follow in order of the waiting list and 2) All 10 year old players will be 

placed in the National League.  3) 8 year olds with at least 3 years of prior playing experience or 9 year 

olds with at least two years of experience can be optioned to play in either division and 4) All remaining 

8 year olds and any 9 year olds with less than 2 years of prior experience will be placed in American 

League. *MYBSA reserves the right to place players in a specific league or division, regardless of age or 

experience.  


